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To enroll, sign into the website at www.myscacc.com.  Go to the calendar and click on the class you want to take.  
Be sure to check the date as there may be multiple offerings of the class.  Click on the green “Enroll Me” box for 

the class you want to enroll.  If you need to cancel your enrollment,  please log back in, select the class again and 
click on “Drop Me”. This will make it available to others who may want to take the class and are on the waiting 

list.  If you are on the waiting list, show up for the class to see if someone enrolled did not show up and you may 
be bumped into the class.  All classes are geared for beginners unless otherwise indicated.   IMPORTANT: You 
must have your SCA Resident ID with you to check-in at the Monitor desk AND AGAIN in the front of the 
Classroom to ensure you are enrolled on the day of the class.  Check-in will begin 20 minutes before the 

scheduled class time.  If you are late, you may be bumped from the class by someone on the waiting list.  

Photoshop Elements:  Learn how to organize and 

edit your pictures. This hands-on class for both 

Mac and Windows users gives a basic introduction 

to Adobe Photoshop Elements. After taking this 

introductory class to this powerful photo-editing 

program, we recommend continuing with the 

Photoshop  Elements SIG, where different tools, 

projects, and techniques are discussed. 

Buying a Computer:  Are you considering buying a 

new computer for yourself or as a gift?  Should 

you buy a desktop, a laptop or a tablet?  What are 

the differences between them?  Should you buy a 

Mac or a PC?  Will it be used for email, to watch 

movies, organize your photos, write a book, etc.? 

Have your questions answered before you buy. 

If you’ve recently joined our Club we encourage 

you to attend the New Member Orientation class 

to familiarize yourself with our Club’s activities.  

Learn how to sign up for classes, schedule a house 

call, volunteer to be a monitor and more.  Current 

members not familiar with all of the benefits 

offered by our Computer Club are also encouraged 

to take this Orientation as a refresher.  

This month’s calendar for classes is minimal.  Your Education Director is always looking for new 

ideas for topics that our members might be interested in.  Please let him know your interests by 

sending him a note via “Contact Us” on the website and choosing the “Education” category.   

Chances are, if you are interested in having a class on a specific application, others might also be 

interested.  Incidentally, if you are interested in teaching a class, please let him know that also.  

We welcome new instructors, as well as, new ideas.  Remember, our Club exists to serve you, our 

members, so unless we hear from you, we do not know what your likes and dislikes are.   

Your Computer Club’s Board will meet on Thursday, 

Jul 25 in the Computer Classroom from 1:30-3:00 

PM.  The Board consists of your Club’s Officers and 

Directors as voted on by you, the membership.  Each 

Board meeting will discuss our Club’s operations, 

policies and general business.  Learn how your Club 

functions.  A member comment period will be al-

lowed at the end of each meeting for members to 

offer feedback, recommendations and/or com-

ments.  New members are encouraged to attend.  



Special Interest and User Groups 

A SIG is a “special interest group” that meets on a weekly or monthly basis.  “User Groups” also meet 
on a monthly basis.  We invite ANY Computer Club member who is interested in learning more about 

a specific product/application or a specific topic to join in the discussions.  All groups meet in the 
computer classroom.  Participants ask questions and discuss various topics at each session.     

If you are an Apple user, the Apple User Group will meet monthly to investigate Apple products.  Did 

you recently buy a Mac, an iPad or MacBook Air?   Do you have questions regarding specific Apple 

products or applications?  Sit in on this month’s meeting on Saturday, Jul 13 from 10 AM- noon in 

the Computer Classroom and see if this is the group you have been looking to join. 

 

The Photography User Group will not be meeting in Jul or Aug, but will resume meeting in Sep on the 

second Monday of the month at 1:00 pm in the classroom.  

The Photoshop Elements SIG will meet on Fri, Jul 26 from 9:30- 11:30 AM.  Enhance  your skills 

working with digital photos.  Every month we cover topics that build upon skills learned in the basic 

Photoshop Elements class and participants can get help with Photoshop Elements related problems.  

Prerequisites: basic Photoshop Elements class or some experience using Photoshop Elements.   

Computer Talk meets weekly from 9 –10 AM every Thursday and is designed as a “question and 

answer” session.  Can’t figure out how to do something?  Anyone can ask anything computer related.  

Do you have a question regarding a specific product or application?  Bring your questions and join the 

discussion each Thursday.  New members are always welcome.  

 
Has My Apple Device Been Recalled? 

By Brian Corr 
 

If you are experiencing a problem with your Apple device it might be possible that others have had the 
same problem and in fact it may even be possible that the problem you are experiencing has resulted in 
Apple recalling or voluntarily repairing your device. How can you find out about this possibility? It is 
actually quite easy but you have to be proactive and search for the information. 

 

The most recent recall involves the battery in the 15-inch MacBook Pro sold between September 2015 and 
February 2017 and it is serious, involving batteries that may overheat and pose a fire hazard. Here is a link 
from the Apple site to help you determine if your MacBook Pro is included:  
https://support.apple.com/15-inch-macbook-pro-battery-recall.  
 

Apple maintains a list of currently active recalls and repair programs on its web site for easy access. If you 
want to check on all your apple products simply follow this link to the complete list:   
https://www.apple.com/support/exchange_repair/.  Along with the list are the descriptions of the 
problems and instructions on getting remediation. Some recalls involve shipping the device back to a repair 
center and return while others are handled by swapping the device out for a new one (actually may be 
refurbished). Many of the recalls have expiration dates so be sure to react quickly so as to comply with 

https://support.apple.com/15-inch-macbook-pro-battery-recall
https://www.apple.com/support/exchange_repair/


A Computer Love Story  
by Brian Corr 

 
Many of you already know of my obsession with computers.  There are six computers in my house and 
even a local area network.  My background and education are in computers so that may partially ex-
plain it, but there is a much more significant reason that I will share. 

In a year long ago (don’t ask when), I went to college to become an engineer.  Though I hate the nerd 
stereotype being attached to engineers, I must admit to having been technically intense and interper-
sonally weak.  Also, attending an engineering school in those days meant a male to female ratio of 
about 2000 to 1.  That said, let me tell you what we did to meet women.  Being on the technological 
leading edge of the computer generation (we had transistors instead of tubes), we decided to have the 
first ever “computer dance.”  This is not a dance for computers, but rather a matching system for blind 
dates. We supplied the computer and the teachers college 
down the road provided the women and the venue.  I won’t 
tell you that the matches were all made in heaven, but there 
is one that has flourished to this day.  I met my wife 
Marianne on that fateful day, compliments of an IBM 1620 
computer. 

After a whirlwind (?) 3 year engagement we got married 
when we graduated, but not before another scientific coincidence.  Our rather long engagement gave 
us the opportunity to select our wedding day well in advance and make all the arrangements right 

down to the precise time of our marriage.  We chose to be 
married July 20th 1969 at 4:00PM Eastern Daylight Savings 
time.  Some of you may not appreciate the significance of 
that precise time, so I will explain.  As all brides are likely to 
do, Marianne was 10 minutes late and the precise time we 
spoke our 
vows was 
4:17PM.  
That is 
precisely 
the mo-
ment that 
the Eagle 
landed 
bringing 
the first 
men to 
the moon.  
We are 
proud to 
say that we picked the time first and the space program 
chose that time to coincide.  Since then Marianne and I 
have both gone on to get Masters degrees in computer 
technology and we will be forever in debt to that antique 
computer. 



A Computer Love Story (continued) 

by Brian Corr 
 

By the way, this July 20th will mark 50 years since that momentous day.  I wish everyone the happiness 

we have enjoyed and oh yeah remember those fateful words “The Eagle has landed, I now pronounce 

you husband and wife, you may kiss the bride.” 

 

 

Did you know that on Jul 22, 2009, Windows 7 was released to manufacturing and three months later, 

on Oct 22, it became available to the general public?   

And on Jul 29, 2007, the first version of iOS (known as OS X) was initially released to the public on the 1st 

generation iPhone.  OS X was rebranded to iOS in Jun 2010 to avoid an potential implications of using 

the Cisco brand (which has used it for over a decade).  



Recognizing and Dealing with Malware 

By Linda Norton and Rich Blotner 

 

The term “malware,” which is short for “malicious software,” is a catch-all phrase for a variety of ills 

that can attempt to harm your computer.  Just for clarity, here’s what that phrase includes: 

Keyloggers 

Rootkits 

Spyware 

Trojans 

Viruses 

Worms 

Although slightly different from one another, each of these examples will attempt to deliver a payload 

of pain to your computer by infecting it, or else turning it into part of a “bot farm” that attempts to 

exploit other computers as well.  In many instances, the damaging payload may be buried in what 

would otherwise be a perfectly legitimate, safe-to-use computer program. 

If you are using a Windows computer, then Windows Defender (an anti-malware component that is 

most likely already installed on your computer) does provide a good level of protection, but it won't 

necessarily stop everything. 

Instead, make sure you have a good up-to-date anti-malware software program installed.  We typical-

ly recommend Malwarebytes.com, which is available as a freebie (if you don’t want to purchase the 

upgraded version), and which is compatible with Windows, Mac, Android, and iOS. 

There are also a few good (and free) alternatives to Malwarebytes.  If your cable service provider is 

Cox.net, assuming you have something other than their most basic Internet plan, you can download 

and use a very robust version of McAfee's security software for free.  If your cable service provider is 

CenturyLink.com instead, then you can snag a copy of Norton’s security software for free instead.  Just 

log into your Cox or CenturyLink account and look within the online "tools" section. 

When your computer has been infected, you’ll see various strange behaviors, including (but not nec-

essarily limited to): 

• A ransom message on your screen; this is usually accompanied by a loud scary voice reading the 

same threat aloud to you. 

• Either your anti-malware software, or your task manager (you can access that by holding down 

and pressing together:  CTRL + ALT + DELETE) is disabled and can't be restarted. 

• You see phony antivirus messages that aren’t really from your antivirus software; they’re trying 

to trick you into “updating” your antivirus with something that’s completely different. 

• Some new software got installed without you specifically approving it. 

• You’re seeing unexpected browser toolbars; suddenly you’ve got a bunch of new horizontal sec-

tions to choose from in your browser, with shortcuts to places you’re probably not interested in…  

maps, shopping, etc. 

• Without your controlling it, your mouse darts between programs and makes selections for you. 



Recognizing and Dealing with Malware 

(continued) 

• You are missing money from an online account. 

• You frequently see random popup boxes on the screen or even unexpected pornographic images all 

over the screen. 

• Your computer suddenly starts changing the search it conducts to something other than what you 

requested. 

• Your friends receive social media invitations and/or emails from you that you didn't mean (or at 

least didn’t try) to send to them. 

• Your password for some online website isn't working. 

Once your computer has been infected, we strongly recommend calling the House Call person most 

qualified to deal with it; specifically look for someone with a specialty in “Viruses/Spyware”  and make 

sure that person also specializes in whichever type of computer you have (Windows vs. Macintosh).  

You want to be prepared when that person arrives at your house and have ready for them whatever 

backups you most recently made, and an approximate idea of when the malware infection occurred.  

Also be careful to shut down an infected computer quickly; regardless of what the screen may be say-

ing to you.  If you are unable to shut your computer down, then simply push and hold the power button 

on your computer, which should turn it off. 

Then, please call your friendly House Call volunteer. 

Miscellaneous information you might like to know 

 Have you ever been in the computer classroom during a class or user group meeting and found yourself 

surfing the Internet instead of listening to the Instructor or group leader?  Be truthful, we know you 

have.  Remember the time when you clicked on a website and all of a sudden sound was coming out of 

the monitor and folks start looking at you, as you frantically tried to mute the speakers?  Yes, that hap-

pens to the best of us.  If clicking on the speaker icon on the lower right side of the taskbar doesn’t al-

low you to mute it, then here’s a quick tip.  All of the keyboards in the classroom are Mac keyboards, 

you know, the white ones?  If you depress the F10 key, it will automatically mute the speakers.  So the 

next time this happens (and it will) simply hit the F10 key before anyone notices where the sound is 

coming from. 

 We have all heard of “phishing”.  That’s the term used when someone tries to trick you into providing 

sensitive information (e.g. personable identifiable information, passwords, banking account infor-

mation, etc.) about yourself, by clicking on websites or links.  Have you heard about “smishing” or 

“mishing”? It is a newer method to trick you by using text messages, instead of emails.  Just as with 

emails and websites, if you receive something from folks you don’t know, DO NOT click on any embed-

ded links as doing so could download a virus or other malware onto your phone or mobile devices.  

 And now beware of “cyberflashing” in which someone could send you pornography via Airdrop.  Airdrop 

is a feature used on MacOS and iOS devices that enables files to be shared between Apple devices.  If 

you don’t use it, turn it off.  If you do use it, set it for Contacts Only.  That way only those in your Con-

tacts list can see your availability and send you files (that you can deny or accept).  



Miscellaneous information you might like to know (continued) 

 Do you use Firefox as your browser?  If so, check to see that you have the latest version installed.  By 
default, Firefox is set to update automatically but you can always do a manual update. A manual update 
will still let Firefox download an update but it won't install it until you restart Firefox. Here's how to set 
it up: 

1. Click the menu button , click Help and select About Firefox. 
2. The About Mozilla Firefox window will open. Firefox will begin checking for updates and downloading 
them automatically.  
3. When the download is complete, click Restart to update Firefox. 

As a general rule, regardless which browser you use, it is best to keep them updated, just like your Oper-

ating Systems.  Operating Systems (and browsers) normally update automatically unless you have manually 

chosen to change settings not to do so.  

 Are you using a PC running Windows 10?  Do you have an installed webcam or built-in camera in your 

device?  Do you know which apps are using your webcam?  If your webcam is in use, normally there is a 

physical light indicating the webcam is on.  Did you know that Windows 10 now has an easy, built-in way 

to find out?  This is a NEW FEATURE in the Windows 10 May 2019 Update.  To see what applications 

have previously used your webcam (including the precise time it was last accessed) go to Settings> Pri-

vacy> Camera. If you scroll down through the list of applications and see “Currently in use” underneath 

the application’s name, then that app is currently accessing your webcam.  If you see any grey text un-

der an application stating “Last accessed” you will also see a date and time indicating when that applica-

tion last accessed your webcam.  The good news is that if none of your applications have this, then they 

haven’t accessed your webcam OR at least not since you installed the May 2019 update.  If you wish to 

disable your webcam you can do so via the options found in (Settings> Privacy> Camera).  An easier so-

lution is to just cover up your webcam with a piece of non-transparent paper.   

 Similar to your webcam, there is a new feature in the Windows 10 May 2019 update that alerts you that 

your microphone is in use.  Today we have so many devices that can “listen” in and you might not even 

be aware that this is happening.  If an application is using your microphone, you should see the micro-

phone icon in your notification area, aka system tray.  Hovering your cursor over the microphone will tell 

you which app is using it (and if more than one app is, you will see just how many are).  The icon only 

appears when the microphone is turned on. You can also go to Settings> Privacy> Microphone to see 

which apps appear with “Currently in use” beneath them (similar to webcam use). 

 

BE ADVISED that these new features ARE NOT foolproof.  In other words, it is possible that an application 

could access your webcam and/or microphone but not appear in your list.  Windows should be able to de-

tect webcam and microphone access from a majority of desktop apps, however, specially coded Remote 

Access Trojan (RAT) malware could evade detection.  Just use common sense when using your devices.  If in 

doubt about clicking on something, then don’t do it.  Don’t be fooled by anyone calling you and telling you 

that there is a problem with your computer.  Keep your system updated and ensure your built-in Windows 

Defender is up-to-date and things should be fine.  (Settings> Update and Security> Windows Security)    

And don’t forget to drop in to “Computer Talk” on Thursdays at 9 am in the classroom and learn more.   



time restrictions. If the device may have data a recommendation to have a current backup 
available will be included in the remediation description. 
 
Hope this helps you take advantage of Apple’s concern for the safety and satisfaction of its 
customers. 
 

 

Windows 10 - 10 and listening in…     

     You might have heard that with the latest Windows 10 version 1903 (also known as the May 2019 

Update) Windows 10 has reserved about 7 GB of your PC’s storage for updates and optional files.  The 

reason for doing so is to ensure easy installation of updates in the future.  Most folks either have fairly 

large drives or do not have so much data that using 7 GB is going to become a problem.  However, if 

you have a small drive and have lots of data on it due to thousands of photos, years worth of work 

files, etc. and you are approaching its capacity, then you may consider recovering the 7GB of space by 

disabling the new reserved storage feature (something that is not recommended by Microsoft). 

     We are not going to tell you how to do that here, but instead recommend another method to free up 

storage on you hard drive (if you truly need it).  That method is to move/transfer your photos, data, 

etc. to an external device, e.g. portable drive, flash drive, SD card, etc. and that will free up space on 

your system’s hard drive.  You might also consider moving your data to a cloud service for storage.  

Keep in mind that there may be a limited amount of  cloud storage for free but if you need more, you 

will have to pay for it.  Some providers charge a one-time cost for a specified amount of storage and 

others charge a recurring monthly fee for a specified amount of storage.  Moving your data to an 

external device, other than cloud storage,  will allow you to choose the amount of storage capacity you 

want and the cost could be a one-time buy (dependent upon what capacity device you purchase).  

     Please understand that Windows requires a certain amount of free disk space available for its 

updates.  If your PC does not have the requisite amount of available space available at the time of an 

update, the update will fail to install and that is why Microsoft decided to reserve space on your PC, to 

try to prevent such update failures.  It is called “Reserved Storage” and when it is not being used to 

update files, it will be used for temporary files, system caches, apps, etc. In essence, reserved storage 

does not mean that Windows isolates 7 GB and only uses it when updates are being installed.  So for 

most folks there is no need to do anything and the reserved storage will not harm your PC.   

     How do you know if you have this feature on your PC?  If you have a new PC with Windows 10 

version 1903 (the May 2019 update) pre-installed, along with clean installs of Windows 10 version 

1903, then you have reserved storage.  However, if  your PC is being updated from a previous version 

of Windows 10, then reserved storage will NOT be enabled. 

     To check to see if Windows is using reserved storage (and how much), go to Settings> System> 

Storage.  Click on “Show More Categories” under the list of items taking up space.  Next click on 

“System & Reserved”.  Notice that if you do not see “Reserved Storage” then your system does not 

have the “Storage Reserve” feature enabled.   

    We have heard from several of our Computer Club members whose PCs have already updated to 

Version 1903 (from earlier versions of Windows 10) and the results have been surprisingly good as 

compared to past Windows 10 version updates.  Except for the time it takes to update, we have not 

heard about lost files, BSODs (blue screen of death), frozen PCs or other issues that have occurred in 

ON THE AIR 



previous updates.  There is a possibility of a black screen appearing after the update and after the 

computer reboots.  If that happens, press Ctl+Alt+Delete, then click on the power button and select 

Restart.  This should remedy the problem (according to Microsoft).  We are hoping Microsoft 

continues to improve and stabilize its Windows 10 OS.  

     For those of you who have PCs that are still running the Windows 7, Service Pack 1 Operating  

Windows 10 - 10 and listening in… (continued)  

System (OS), extended support ends Jan 14, 2020.   Perhaps now is the time to consider getting a  

newer system.  If you have questions about what to buy, sign up for our Buying a Computer class. 

Check the monthly Calendar for the date/time it is offered, enroll via the website and bring your list of 

questions with you to class.  It would be helpful if you know how you envision using a new computer, 

e.g. shopping online, emails, gaming, streaming videos and/or movies, photo editing and/or photo 

storage, creating websites, etc.  It would also be helpful if you have a stated preference as to PC or a 

Macintosh computer or an idea as to what you are willing to spend for a new computer.  If your needs 

are minimal, and you envision only using a device for emailing and accessing websites, you might 

want to consider a Chromebook device.  And IF you have no idea at all, come to the class and listen and 

learn, then you might be in a better position to decide if you need a new device (or not) and what type 

of device might be suit your needs. 

 
Useful things you may want to know, or Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

that we made up ourselves  

Q.  I just joined the Photography User Group.  I am a beginner and heard that there is editing 

software on the first two rows of the computers in the Classroom that I can use to edit my photos.  

However, when I went to explore it I could not find it.  I must be doing something wrong.  How do I  

access the programs?  

 

A.  First, congratulations on joining the Photography User group.  Remember they will not be meeting 

in July or August, but will resume their monthly meetings on the second Monday of each month at 1:00 

pm in the classroom (starting again in September).   To use the photo editing programs (e.g. 

Photoshop and Premiere Elements), one must be on the MAC side.  Since our computers are dual boot, 

all you need to do is follow the directions on the monitor screen.  Using a three-finger swipe on the 

track pad will get you over to the MAC side where you will be able to use the photo editing programs.  

We also offer classes in using these programs.  Check the calendar on the website to see when they are 

offered.  And be sure to return the computer to the Windows side once you are done. 

And we thought iOS devices were impenetrable to hacking...not so.  Apple has had a very good reputation 

for their devices being safe and secure, but there is nothing out there that cannot be hacked.  While there 

is a greater market for exploiting PCs (and therefore PCs are always being tested by nefarious individuals) 

there are 1.4B active iOS devices out there that now are also vulnerable.  According to the Israeli forensics 

company Cellebrite, they claim to have found a way to hack into any iPhone or iPad running ANY version 

of iOS (including its latest version).  Cellebrite claims it can perform a “full file system extraction on any 

iOS device”.  The only caveat is that the tools to do so require one to physically have possession of the iPh-

one or iPad in order to do so, meaning it cannot be done remotely.   



 

Q.  I recently updated my Windows 10 to version 1903.  Everything seems to work OK but I get 

notification that my Wi-Fi network “isn’t secure”.  Why is this happening? 

 

A.  Windows 10 May 2019 update now provides such a warning if it detects that you are using an older 

security standard that is being phased out.  If you see such a message, chances are you are           Useful 

things you may want to know, or Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  
that we made up ourselves (continued) 

 

either using Wired Equivalent Privacy (WEP) or Temporal Key Integrity Protocol (TKIP) encryption 

and these are no longer considered safe to use.  The security protocol encrypts your data and several 

methods exists, including WEP, TKIP, Wi-Fi Protected Access 2 (WPA2) and soon to be WPA3.  The Wi

-Fi Alliance ratified WEP 20 years ago in 1999 and WPA-TKIP was endorsed in 2002.  Although both 

are still in use, they are outdated and both share similar vulnerabilities making them exploitable to 

intrusion.  Soon Microsoft will phase out support for these protocols and when that happens, the 

latest versions of Windows 10 will not be able to connect to networks using these older protocols.  

Many routers have options like WPA with Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) or WPA2+AES (that 

might also appear as WPA2-PSK (AES)).  Switching to WPA2+AES or WPA2-PSK (AES) is preferable 

but if that is not available, then use WPA+AES.  After switching, you will need to update the password 

on all of your connected devices (even if you use the same one as before) after making the changes.  

IF WPA+AES or WPA2+AES are not available as options, then it is recommended that you buy a 

newer router because yours is not only outdated, but unsafe to use. 

 

Q.  My son gave me a Netflix subscription for my birthday.  He also told me that he would be giving 

me the “secret codes” so I can access more  programs.  Was he pulling my leg or do “secret codes” 

really exist? 

 

A.  That was nice of him to provide you a subscription to Netflix and yes, secret codes do exist.  Titles in 

Netflix are broken down by categories so that you can find a genre you enjoy.  The secret menu breaks 

down the genres even more, refining them so that it is easier to find what one is looking for.  Let’s say 

you enjoy scary movies that have werewolves in it.  I mean, who doesn’t?  There is a code for that (e.g. 

75930).   

 

Once you initially log into Netflix, you will see in the URL something similar to: www.netflix.com/

browse.  If you type  a slash (/) after the word “browse” and then add the word “genre” (without the 

quotation marks) and add another slash and a secret code number, you will see additional titles at 

your disposal.  Here is an example of what it might look like:  

https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/46576 for Classic Action & Adventure movies.  Other codes are: 

9584 - Spy Action & Adventure 

7700 - Westerns 

5507 - Animal tales 

67673 - Disney 

11177 - TV Cartoons 

32473 - Classic foreign movies 

1402 - Late night comedies 

10256 - Slapstick comedies 



10005 - Religious documentaries 

7018 - Political documentaries 

6384 - Tearjerkers 

 

And here is an URL to see an extended listing of secret Netflix codes: 

http://ogres-crypt.com/public/NetFlix-Streaming-Genres.html 

Useful things you may want to know, or Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

that we made up ourselves (continued) 

 

Q.  I am new to Sun City Anthem and to the Computer Club.  I am an 84 year-old widower and 

never used a computer, although I hear the word “computers” used all the time.  What exactly 

is a computer? 

 

A.  Welcome! We know you will love it here.  To keep it simple, for us seniors, there are basically 

four types of computers that we might be interested in.   They are as follows: 

•     Desktop computers.  These normally are larger and consist of a central processing unit (CPU), a 

monitor and a keyboard and mouse.  Sometimes they are referred to as tower PCs.  Newer models 

have the monitor and CPU as an all-in-one unit (similar to those that we have at the Computer Club) 

and they too have a keyboard and mouse.  Desktop computers are designed to stationary, used in 

an office or in one’s home’s den or even bedroom.   

• Notebook computer.  A notebook computer is smaller than a desktop computer as they are  

designed to be portable or mobile devices.  They are normally a one piece unit that is hinged and 

have a monitor on one side and a built-in keyboard (on the other side).  They may also include a 

touch pad (functions as a mouse).  One can also easily use an external mouse with a notebook 

computer.  Their major advantage is their size and portability to move around the office, house or 

to take on trips.   

•     Tablet computer.  These are even smaller and lighter than a notebook computer and again 

designed for mobility.  Tablets are very lightweight and can be carried in backpacks, tote bags, 

purses, etc. and normally are touch devices without a keyboard or mouse.  They have an on-screen 

keyboard that one can use (although it may take getting used to).  However, there are some that can 

be even be used with an accessory portable keyboard if need be.   

•     Smartphone.  Today’s smart phones are basically pocket computers.  They operate on networks 

via Wi-Fi and also have cellular connectivity.  Their main advantage is that one can stick a 

smartphone in one’s pocket, purse, hang it on one’s hip, etc. and have ready access to call, text, 

email one’s friends, shop online, etc.   Today, one can also purchase goods online and in brick and 

mortar establishments with one’s smartphone, provided they have the requisite app(s) to do so.  

It’s a new world for us seniors and we are all part of it.  Find the computer that is best for you and 

start having fun.  We offer many classes through our Club to help you get started.  Once again, 

welcome to SCA and to the Computer Club. 

 
Looking back in time…. 
 

Did you know that on Jul 2, 1953, the IBM 650 series of computers were announced and used during the 
remainder of the decade. The IBM 650 stored information on a rotating magnetic drum and received it on 
programmed punch cards.  It could even store numbers up to ten (10) digits! 

http://ogres-crypt.com/public/NetFlix-Streaming-Genres.html

